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BOOK REVIEWS 

THE LIFE AND WORKS OF WINS- 
LOW HOMER, BY WILLIAM HOWE 
DOWNES. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston 
and New York, Publishers. Price $6.00 net. 

This admirable biography of one of 
America's greatest painters has been 
written and compiled with conscientious 
care and exhaustive thoroughness by one 
whose interest in and admiration for 
Winslow Homer's work has never 
flagged or shifted. With the exception 
of the first chapter this book is frankly 
biographical rather than critical, giving 
as full an account as could be gathered of 
Homer's life and as nearly a complete 
record of his works as possible. In the 
latter its specific future value lies. Had 
so accurate a record been made and kept 
of the works of any of the great masters 
mucli discussion and much fraud would 
have been avoided. Mr. Dowries is in 
every respect an honest chronicler, spar- 
ing no effort to obtain veracious detail 
and setting down fact without bias. 
Though occasionally his own admiration 
bubbles up through some rather dry sta- 
tistics, he leaves his readers in most in- 
stances to draw their own conclusions. 
He tells of Winslow Homer's eccentrici- 
ties but makes no excuses for them, as 
he, himself, feels they need none. In his 
preface he says, "the reader has the priv- 
ilege of reading between the lines, and 
if he chooses to exercise :t here, he will 
find nothing but what is creditable and 
honorable to Winslow Homer." There 
is a question, however, whether or not 
the reader will take the trouble to do 
this. It is natural that a certain curiosity 
should be felt concerning the life of a 
great man — a genius— but just how far 
this may be gratified without detriment 
has to be decided. The man lives in 
his work, and as time passes the little- 
nesses which, mayhap, cramped or re- 
stricted his genius are forgotten in the 
greatness of his highest accomplishment. 
Winslow Homer's attitude toward art is 
hard to reconcile with his achievement. 
His own words, as set down in this au- 
thorized biography, contradict the spirit 
of his work and would make him seem 



a master-craftsman rather than a great 
artist; One thing, however, the book 
proves, and this in particular is worth 
noting, that Winslow Homer's success 
was gained at the price of extraordinary 
effort. He was an indefatigable worker 
and possessed that infinite capacity for 
taking pains which has been declared 
the sum and substance of genius. The 
list of his works is far longer than the 
majority would have supposed and dur- 
ing the years he worked for Harper's 
Weekly he was a prolific producer. One 
cannot on the whole, however, read this 
biography without being moved with pity 
for the solitary man whose life is pic- 
tured so sympathetically and vividly, 
looming large to the outside world and 
yet of so little real worth to the painter. 
By some mischance Winslow Homer 
seems to have lost the rich reward his 
work merited and the public stood so 
ready to give. The joy of beauty seems 
not to have illumined his life, and the 
warmth of comradeship with his fellow- 
workers was likewise - wanting. There 
was no need for this poverty, but ap- 
parently he, himself, was measurably 
content with it. Dealing more directly 
with Winslow Homer's work Mr. 
Downes says quite truly that "the period 
in which he lived and wrought produced 
no American painter so thoroughly na- 
tional in style and character," and that 
"his art was intensely personal and in- 
tensely American." He also makes the 
statement to which all will probably sub- 
scribe, "that as a painter of the ocean, 
Winslow Homer stands pre-eminent." 
There is probably no painter who has 
ever lived who has been held in greater 
esteem by his colleagues than Winslow 
Homer, and none whose place, even be- 
fore his death, was more completely as- 
sured. His art was big enough to dis- 
count differences of opinion even with 
regard to technique, and strong enough 
to win recognition alike from trained 
critics and untrained public. This book 
is well printed and agreeably bound, with 
unostentatious covers. There are, fur- 
thermore, over one hundred illustrations, 
many of which are of works not familiar 
through frequent reproduction. 



